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COST296 Action (2005-2009) provides a unique European forum for the 
progression of knowledge of the ionosphere and its effects on navigation 
and communication systems.
For this reason the European cooperation under the umbrella of COST296 
Action could serve as a valid contribution to IHY 2007-2008 initiatives.
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COST296/IHY WEB Pages

Add a link to a 
new page 

dedicated to IHY

IHY



• What is IHY?   link to IHY site (‘about’ page) 
http://ihy.gsfc.nasa.gov/about/about.shtml

• What is a CIP? link to IHY UK site (‘how CIPs work’ page)
http://www.ihy.rl.ac.uk/HowCIPsWork.shtm

• IHY Events      link to IHY Meetings and Events
http://ihy.gsfc.nasa.gov/events/events.shtml

• Participants    link to a IHY/COST296 participant list page

• Observations  link to an explanatory page with institutions/instruments links  

• Initiatives        link to a page on COST 296/IHY activities

• Resources    link to a page on COST 296 resources (ppt layout, logo, past 
presentations, etc…)
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CIPs are intended to work to a three-
step procedure. The aim is that the 

programme remains under the control 
of the proposer(s) with the IHY CIP 

process providing a means of 
publicising the proposed work, co-
ordinating access to and use of the 

necessary resources, and a forum for 
discussing the results.
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Participants (?)

• Abdus Salam ICTP, Trieste, Italy
• Academy of Sciences of Czech Republic, 

Prague, Czech Republic
• Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki, 

Thessaloniki, Greece
• DLR/DFD, Neustrelitz, Germany
• Finnish Meteorological Institute, Helsinki, 

Finland
• Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Sopron, 

Hungary
• INTA, El Arenosillo, Spain
• Istanbul Technical University, Istanbul, 

Turkey
• Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e 

Vulcanologia, Rome, Italy
• IZMIRAN, Russian Academy of Sciences, 

Troitsk, Russia 
• Karl-Franzens-Universität, Graz, Austria
• Leibniz-Institute of Atmospheric Physics, 

Kühlungsborn, Germany
• National Observatory of Athens, Greece

• Polar Research Institute of China, Shanghai, 
China

• Royal Meteorological Institute, Brussels, 
Belgium

• Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, Chilton, 
Didcot, UK 

• Space Research Centre, Warsaw, Poland
• St Petersburg University, St Petersburg, 

Russia 
• The Middle East Technical University, Ankara, 

Turkey
• TUBITAK-Marmara Research Center, Kocaeli, 

Turkey
• Universidad de Huelva, Huelva, Spain
• University of Algarve, Faro, Portugal
• University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 
• University of Leicester, Leicester, UK 
• University of Massachusetts Lowell, USA
• University of Nottingham, UK 
• University Rennes 1, France
• ………….
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Possible example (from IHY/Italy web site)

Where?

Which 
instruments?

Which 
sampling time?
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Initiatives

• Multi-instruments special campaigns of observations and 
investigation of the ionospheric effects of particular solar 
geomagnetic events by COST 296  participants in synergy with the 
IHY community 
(link to “IHY Scientific Instruments and Observatories”)

• Participation to IHY special sessions organized within international 
meetings to promote COST296 activities (e.g. IUGG 2007 
www.iugg2007perugia.it).

• Outreach days in the frame of upper  atmosphere scientific topics 
(March 2007: a day dedicated to public conferences to be hosted 
simultaneously in the participating Institutes).  

• Educational/outreach initiatives such as: competitions open to 
school to prepare a calendar for 2007-2008 (INGV Graphics Lab 
could prepare a project, complete of technical requirements, as a pdf
file to be printed by COST)

• …………
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COST296 logo and 
link to observations 
web page



Resources

Links to resources available for all COST 296/IHY 
participants to improve posters, publications etc.: 

• logo

• ppt layout

• past presentations, 

• …
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COST296/IHY Coordination team

Chief: Chairman of COST296

Italy: De Franceschi, Alfonsi, Pau + INGV-Graphics Lab.

France

UK

Germany

Poland

…

…



Main Tasks of the Coordination team

• Coordination of the special campaigns

•Organization of the outreach activities

• Updating of the web pages

•Presentation of COST296 / IHY activities (EGU, IUGG,….)

•……. 



Possible 

Coordinated Investigation Program

A possible CIP should offer to IHY the COST296 contribution in terms of:

• Special campaign of observations/ionospheric effects of particular solar 
events  

• Outreach/educational activities

Data related to the special campaigns should be prepared/validated, 
hosted and provided by the owners.



Remarks

If the MC of COST296 will decide to participate to IHY:

• By the end of May 2006 the coordination team should be constituted.

• By the end of June 2006 the COST296/IHY web pages should be 
ready to be inserted in the COST296 web site: Institutions should 
prepare explanatory observation pages, COST296 logo and links will 
be communicated to Barbara Thompson (IHY contact).

• By the end of September 2006 a CIP proposal should be submitted to 
IHY. A draft will be circulated by the INGV group.

• By the end of the year the educational/outreach activities should be 
planned.


